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not ña bending toward the underprivileged from a privileged position; it is not a 

reaching out from on high to those who are less fortunate below. On the contrary, 

compassion means going directly to those people and places where suffering is 

most acute and building a home there.ò  

 

This is the foundation Friendship House was built on 25 years ago. We are not an 

institution, but a living community aspiring to servanthood and solidarity. As 

Nouwen explains, ñCompassion is not an individual character trait, a personal 

attitude, or a special talent, but a way of living together.ò 
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After reading the moving stories of Tina, Stephanie, and Roberta, you will  have a 

better understanding of the work we do at Friendship House. It is indeed a success 

every time a resident finds a job or moves into stable housing. It is also a success 

every time a downtrodden person is greeted at our doors with respect, every time 

he or she is sincerely listened to, and every time he or she is acknowledged as 

somebody special who is deserving of love.   

 

Compassion should not be viewed solely as a means; it must be embraced as an 

end in itself. The act of simply being present with people has the power to dignify 

them and us. In the final analysis, such a privilege is incalculable. ƫ  

We are not  an institution,  

but  a community  aspiring  to  

servanthood  and solidarity . 

success stories of some amazing people who once lived at Friendship House. Tina 

Tate (who is now our board president) writes, ñWhat I found at Friendship House 

was a lot more than shelter. I found help and a home. I found love and 

acceptance. I found myself and salvation.ò 

The word compassion is used frequently, 

and rather casually, in our culture. But do 

we really know its implications? The Latin 

root means óto suffer with.ô According to 

Theologian Henri Nouwen, compassion is 

The mission of Friendship House is to reflect the heart of God by feeding, sheltering, 

clothing, and healing those in need. Tracking and recording the number of meals we 

serve is easy. Measuring the number of people we help to heal, however, requires a 

completely different method of calculation.   

 

Our mission is unique in that it welcomes the element of faith into our work. It invites us 

to redefine success beyond the scope of numbers and statistics to include unquantifiable 

variables such as compassion, love, and solidarity. In this newsletter, you will  read the 



Friendship House changes lives. I know this from personal experience. The reason I joined 

the Friendship House Board of Directors was due to the fact that I had been a resident 

almost seven years ago and I felt the need to give back to this phenomenal organization.  

 

I was raised in a bad environment with abuse and a lot of sadness. When I left home at an 

early age, I was totally unprepared for the world I was entering. 

After my mom and dad died, I moved from Skagit County to Portland, Oregon, to be with ñthe love of my life.ò 

When he left me a year later, I was devastated. I went back to bartending and heavy drinking. My drug issues 

resurfaced and I ended up homeless. I lived under bridges and on the streets of Portland, doing drugs for two years 

before moving back to Skagit County. When I arrived in Mount Vernon, I was told that Friendship House was a 

good place to stay, so I went there to find shelter. What I found was a lot more than shelter. I found help and a 

home. I found love and acceptance. I found myself and salvation.  

  

Friendship House helped me recover so that I could heal. I found a job with Skagit Publishing, and Friendship 

House made sure that I had clothing appropriate for work and food for lunch. I moved up in the company and am a 

very successful person. I am more successful than I have ever been in my life and I owe that to Friendship House 

and Skagit Publishing. Being on the Friendship House Board of Directors is one of the most fulfilling  things I have 

ever done. I strive, as do all Board members, to build and grow this amazing organization. Friendship House saved 

my life seven years ago. I am immensely grateful for its existence. With the communityôs continued support and 

inspiration, we will  be a light for those in need for another 25 years. ƫ 

Homelessness is often accompanied by low self-esteem. Instead of feeling stigmatized and marginalized, the 

women experienced compassion and kindness. Thanks to everyone whose gifts of time, thought, and kindness 

inspired all of us! This event was made possible by Blade Chevrolet, Riverside Salon, and individuals from New 

Song Church in honor of Motherôs Day. Thanks to Yvonne and Deb for bringing it all together! ƫ 

Transformation Inside & Out 

Teresa & Megan Sherrie & Coral Renae Being served with love 

People are like stained-

glass windows. They 

sparkle and shine when 

the sun is out, but when 

the darkness sets in, 

their true beauty is 

revealed only if there is 

a light from within. 
   

   ~Elizabeth Kubler-Ross 

On Sunday, May 22, residents of the Womenôs House were treated to a red-carpet day 

of luxury at Riverside Salon and an Afternoon Tea at the house. The ladies were driven to 

the salon in a limousine graciously donated by Blade Chevrolet. They received color, cuts, 

highlights, manicures, and chair massages with joyful hospitality from salon owner Donna 

and her wonderful staff.     

 

While they were gone, New Song Church transformed the house into a Paris tearoom! 

This delightful event featured cucumber and watercress sandwiches, cheesecake, and 

tea. Photographers from the church took formal sitting photos of all the ladies in their 

fancy dresses and hair styles. It was especially meaningful for mothers and daughters.  

Friendship House: My Salvation 
TINA TATE, BOARD PRESIDENT 



Building a Safe & 
Beautiful Downtown 

Charity in Vogue:  
High-Fashion Comes to Mount Vernon  
DEBORAH ANDERSON, DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 

When you 

reach the heart 

of life you shall 

find beauty in 

all things.  

                       
~Khalil Gibran  

Friendship House is actively involved in Skagit Countyôs emergency safety network. We are a member of 

Community Organizations Active in Disaster (COAD), a coalition focused on emergency preparedness. Our 

executive director is working with health professionals on the Friendship House board of directors to create an 

Emergency & Safety Manual. To ensure fire safety, both the Menôs and Womenôs Houses are now monitored by a 

new wireless alarm system put in place by Guardian Fire Systems that will  notify the local fire department within 

seconds of an alarm. We also had three windows enlarged in the basement bedrooms of the Menôs House to meet 

modern egress codes.  

 

The staff of Friendship House works with the Mount Vernon Police Department to do our part in making sure 

clients and employees are safe, and that our neighborhood is a healthy place to live. We enforce a zero-tolerance 

policy for drug and alcohol use. Our well-kept yardsðblooming with beautiful plants, trees, and flowersðare a 

highlight of this historic neighborhood. We are happy to work with the community safety representatives pictured 

above: Officer Wayne Jones of the MVPD (pictured with Kathie Peterson) & Fire Fighter Beth Ganz of the MVFD 

(pictured with Marie Marchand). ƫ 

Eleven designers repurposed garments. As each model walked the runway, a picture of 

the original clothing was shown on a screen. Five judges determined the winning designs 

of one adult outfit and one childrenôs outfit based on creativity and presentation. Katie 

Senff, owner of Tulees, creates eco-friendly designs from excess or mill -end fabrics 

rejected by major brand mills and fashion houses. Katie is a pioneer in the fashion 

industry. Tulees is located at 614 First Street in Mount Vernon. Thanks to our sponsors 

and judges: Bayside Specialties, Max dales, Northsound Brewing Company, Northwest 

Hair Academy, Thai House, Trumpeter, Tulip Valley Winery, David Bricka, Glenda 

Hobbs, Susan Ragan, Andee Skjonsberg, and Kristen Whitener. Special thanks to 

Mistress of Ceremonies Dominique D'Arcy  and Auctioneer Charlie Boon. ƫ 

Friendship House, the Lincoln Theatre, and Tulees clothing store hosted the first annual 

Fashions for Friendship on May 12th! The successful event attracted 150 attendees who 

helped raise $7,000 for Friendship House. Staged as a New York-style fashion show 

complete with a runway, music, and lighting, the event featured 20 unique designs created 

with clothing originally found in Friendship Houseôs clothing donation room and 

transformed into ófashion-forwardô outfits.   

              Feel like eating out and supporting Friendship House? Bring this ad to the  

              Burlington Applebees on any third-Wednesday and they will donate 15%  

              of the proceeds to us! One more example of this communityôs support! 



THANK YOU  
Skagit Valley  

for supporting  

25 Years 
of service with open 

hearts & open doors!  

 

 
 

 
 
   

Thanks also to our 11-member Board of Directors 
for your outstanding leadership! 

Susan & Barb 

Cheryl & Buzzy 

Al, Dennis & Roy 



Ever wonder if  volunteering time or donating money makes a difference? We donôt 

often see the ripple effects of our actions. We seldom hear the success stories or the 

heartfelt thanks of the people we want to support. I am choosing to share my personal 

story so that you can see the positive impact you have had on my life. Never doubt the 

value of your time and compassion. My story illustrates how people become homeless 

for a variety of reasons beyond their control; a natural disaster and transportation were 

just two of the myriad challenges faced by my family.  

I was born in Mount Vernon and raised by a single mom who did not have a high school diploma. We lived in a 

trailer park and relied heavily on community resources and DSHS benefits. My mother wanted good things for us, 

so she made strides to change our situation. She got a GED, earned a university transfer degree from Skagit Valley 

College, and started on a BA in Engineering at Western Washington University. Things seemed to be going better 

for us: my mother was pursing her dreams and even though we had little, I always felt like we had enough.  

 

Then came the 1996 flood. Our trailer was completely destroyed. FEMA gave us vouchers for six months of rent. 

After that, we ended up homeless and living in our car. I was eleven and my brother was ten. We stayed at 

Friendship House for three months during which time my mother worked as a dishwasherða job that gave 

benefits and enough pay for us to move into a nice apartment. After two months, however, the car broke down and 

rent money was needed for repairs. We found ourselves back at Friendship House, this time for two weeks. We 

stayed at Friendship House once more for six months when I was in high school. During that unstable time in my 

life, Friendship House provided not only food and beds for me and my family, but a community of support.   

Giving Back 
STEPHANIE MORGAREIDGE, INTERN 

Friendship House 

provided not only 

food and beds for  

me and my family, 

but a community  

of support.  

I graduated from high school with a 3.6 GPA and joined the Army, doing 

tours in Iraq and South Korea. After being discharged honorably, I went 

straight to college. It was important for me to get educated and give back to a 

community that had supported me so much as a youth. I became a youth 

mentor, graduated from Skagit Valley College, got married, and had a 

beautiful baby girlðall while continuing my personal campaign to give back. 

I will  graduate from the Human Services Program at WWU next year. I just 

completed my internship with Friendship House, which seems to have brought 

me full  circle in my campaign to give back.  

When I was homeless, I had to fight the label (and the psychology) of ñworthlessness.ò I want to use my personal 

experience and education to let young people know that they donôt need state-of-the-art computers or a two parent 

household to succeed in life. It is their dreams that matter most. Thank you, Friendship House, for providing a 

temporary home for my family when I was a child. And thanks to all who helped me grow-up here in the beautiful 

Skagit Valley. Your support is appreciated today and all of my life. ƫ 

            With husband & daughter, 2008 In Iraq, 2003 

I want  to  use my personal 

experience and education  

to  let  young  people  know 

that  they donõt need state-

of-the-art computers  to  

succeed in life . It  is their  

dreams that  matter  most .  



A Piece of Home 
ROBERTA GREENLEE, FORMER RESIDENT 

 

When I arrived at Friendship House I felt that it had a very good ñhomeò feeling to it. It 

felt comfortable just walking in. The ladies I met that day were all very polite and 

welcomed me with an open-arms feeling.   

 

I was at the Friendship House for a couple of months. Leaving was very hard because I 

had gotten to know all the ladies staying there. Although some had left and more had 

come in, the closeness of being in the same boat was felt by all of us. The chores we 

were required to do were nothing to complain about as we were getting a home to stay 

in and three full  meals a day.  

The house was always clean and bright, which made for a pleasant stay. The time 

spent there was a gift: a chance to better yourself, to get things done, to help you 

get on your feet and into a place to live with something to look forward to. Women 

have the time to get a GED or a job. Friendship House is there to support you while 

you do what is required to help yourself.   

 

All  in all, I had a great time staying there and I really appreciate all that has been 

done to make it possible for myself, as well as all the other ladies, to have a piece 

of home (that is what it felt like) to help us on our way. ƫ 

Pete, Kevin & Todd 

The house was 

always clean 

and bright , 

which made for 

a pleasant stay. 

Congratulations to recent resident Todd on 

graduating from Skagit Valley College! 

Special thanks to: 

 

Pete for completely re-flooring the   

      �0�H�Q�¶�V���+�R�X�V�H���V�K�R�Z�H�U�V 

Kevin for painting the hallway 

Robert for hardwiring a new exit sign 

Jeremy for sanding and painting the 

      �0�H�Q�¶�V���+�R�X�V�H���K�D�Q�G�U�D�L�O�V 

Joe & Jeff for framing the new 

      windows and putting up a ceiling 

Joe Dean for installing an exhaust fan 

     and painting the living room 

Jack for painting the kitchen 

Pat for gardening 

Bob for cooking tremendous meals 

Congrats to  

Ana on getting 

a job and a new 

apartment!  

Unemployment is the primary cause of 

homelessness for many residents of the 

Menôs House. Many are skilled laborers 

without work. We are grateful for their 

contributions to the household during 

their stays. Giving back is an important 

part of the Friendship House philosophy. 


